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The world is hugged
by the faithful arms of

volunteers.
~Everett Mamor

ARE WE STILL FRIENDS? Lynn Hidell

Have you joined or renewed your membership to the Friends of the Library? If the check
is in the mall, that is great but if it isn’t please consider joining the FOL! Our senior and
student memberships start at $6.00, with regular membership levels from $10.00 and up.
A membership application is included in this newsletter and we hope you will consider
becoming a member and maybe a volunteer as well!

It takes people with a passion that want to spread their gift to others. We are fast ap-
proaching our demands to expand the Library into twice its size. We need volunteers to
join us and bring in those ideas to get us started. Everyone has a gift and they have
friends that can be an asset. Talk with your friends, get them involved. With you and
your friends, we can make our Library for tomorrow.

The FOL sponsors fund raisers such as Trivia , as well as library programs, on-line pro-
fessional services, and purchased books for the Library. The contributions and talents of
Friends help us all to be an advocate for The Little EIm Public Library and it amazing
resources!

Friends can’t function without members and volunteers, so make a difference. We meet
the second Thursday of each month at 7:00P.M. at Town Hall.

Drum Roll Please... Joe Deaver

Recently, the FOL board committed to a proposal to have a
new logo for our organization professionally designed. We
utilized a unique website which allows graphic artists to
compete for our logo design, allowing us to make com-
o/\s ments and modifications during the competition. It's ama-
‘(}* zingly, we had 68 submissions from a variety of artists from
. around the world. Many of them were quite impressive.
E—;Ll}d&lﬁ“ e The logo committee settled on a top five selection, allowing

a group of members to vote on the final choice. We think
you'll agree it's a very attractive logo. We have legal rights
to the artwork now and can use it for a variety of purposes.
We’re already pursuing some embroidered book bags with
possibly other FOL merchandise.
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A note from our FOL President

The Little ElIm Friends of the Library
(FOL) is proud to celebrate another
year of service to our library and our
community. Our Anniversary Party
is a celebration of both our service
champions and our accomplish-
ments. | am proud to say that most
of our members don’t just serve on
the FOL. Many of our local service
organizations would be unable to
operate without the commitment of
this fine group of people who care
deeply about the citizens of Little
Elm. It is a joy to work with people
who demonstrate the value of a
servant’s heart on a daily basis.

As we end 2009, we finally have a
“funded” plan for the expansion of
our library. The citizens have ex-

pressed their desire for a full service
library that can meet their growing
needs and predictably our Town Coun-
cil responded by finding a way to get it
done. The Little ElIm Friends of the Li-
brary is committed partners with the
Town. We will be ready to help the
expanded Library facility with books,
computers, and furniture.

We are doing some of the same things
that we have always done. Our annual
civic event, the Trivia Contest anchors
our fund raising outreach. Trivia com-
bines an entertaining evening for fami-
lies and local businesses with nationally
recognized fund raising success. Addi-
tionally, we are busy locating grant
money to help us build our reserves in

Trivia 2010 coming in January

Nick Apel

anticipation of the library’s expansion.
Knowing where we are going, makes it
much easier to chart a course towards
the achievement of the goal. Knowing
what we need to achieve; on the other
hand, is a bit numbing. All of us who
have been at this for a while readily
admit that we need fresh thought,
fresh insights, and fresh energy to help
us increase our fund raising velocity.
These needs cannot be overstated. If
we are to be the partner with the Town
and the Library that we want to be, we
need full civic engagement.
As we near 2010, we look forward to
many more successes. Thank you for
being a part of the effort. It is always a
pleasure to work with people who
share the same vision.

Cathy Wood

2™ ANNUAL FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY TRIVIA FUNDRAISER

It is that time of year and we want everyone to start planning for Trivia 2010 — an evening of fun, fellowship, food
and prizes. Trivia 2010 is scheduled for Tuesday, January 26" beginning at 6:00 pm at Lakeside Junior High School

at 400 Lobo Lane.

A trophy and cash prize will be awarded to the winner of this event along with recognition of Best Costumes and
Team Spirit. We will have mouth-watering barbeque, pizza, candy and drinks, and lots of door prizes and raffle

items plus the % and % cash raffle.

A regular table for 5 to 8 players is $80.00 for pre-registration and $90.00 at the door. Regular team tables will be
allocated on a first come, first serve basis. VIP tables are $250.00 for a table up to 8 players. No VIP table registra-
tions will be accepted after January 20™. The VIP Special includes reserved seating with table-top book theme;
books will be donated in the team’s name to the Little EIm Public Library after the Trivia event; special VIP waiters
and waitresses assigned to your VIP table; 1 (two topping) 13” pizza, one basket of popcorn for each table and a
drink for each VIP team member; team name in Trivia 2010 program and on event entry greeting sign. VIP Table
books will be selected by the VIP Team Captain in the order of registration. Register early for a better selection of

books and themes!

Registration forms are available at Town Hall, the Little EIm Public Library and on the Town website. For additional
information, you may call Cathy Wood at 972-836-5022 or Virginia Berney at 972-294-1742 or e-mail westaye-

mi@hotmail.com.

If you have not attended this event in the past please join us for this exciting event. All proceeds from this event

benefit the Little Elm Public Library. Hope to see you there!!
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Jesse Ramos’ Story Karyn Hixson

The Little Elm Library is growing every year. Volunteerism is strong and enables the library to keep the
payroll budget low. One group that provides this volunteerism is our Little EIm teens. We commend
and encourage our teen students to volunteer because it will teach them intangible values. Volunteer-
ing is the practice of people working on behalf of others without being motivated by financial or ma-
terial gain. It also gives them on-the-job skills and provides valuable content for an entry level resume.
Jesse Ramos is a 15 year old Little ElIm student who has been volunteering at the library for the last two
years on Tuesday and Thursday evenings. He attends Little EIm High School. His family moved here in
1999. He lives with his mother and father. His brother and sister also live in Little EIm. Jesse plans to
go to college and major in Electronics. When Jesse is not going to school or volunteering, he enjoys
building model cars and watching TV. He also likes to play football.

Jesse takes care of the Wii station and assists with other electronic type issues when volunteering at
the library. Jesse Ramos was elected to represent Little EIm Library this year in the National Gaming
Day event. Unfortunately, he was unable to do so because of a family emergency.

When asked why he volunteers, Jesse replied, “I just wanted to help.” Being a library volunteer Jesse of
course is an avid reader. He enjoys reading Sci-Fi books. | asked Jesse to give a little advice to other kids
his age who might want to volunteer. Jesse says, “Try it to see how you like it.”

Books for Babies Grant Lynn Hidell / Tina Hager
Books for Babies is a national literacy program that acquaints parents of newborns with the important role they play in
the development of their children. By reading to their babies and by becoming regular library users themselves, parents
help their babies develop language skills and start them on the path to success in reading and learning.

In partnership with Nordstrom, ALTAFF awarded 40 grants (20 in 2008 and 20 in 2009) for $500 each to match $1,000
raised by selected Friends groups, women's groups, libraries, and other non-profit organizations for purchasing Books for
Babies kits from ALTAFF. The two-year matching grant program has ended. Grants were awarded to organizations

that had a Books for Babies program in place, as well as organizations starting a new Books for Babies program.

With the due diligence of Lynn Hidell and Tina Hager, one of the 2009 Cycle 2 Grant Recipient is our very own Little EIm
Friends of the Library. Thanks Lynn & Tina!

Finance / Budget Joe Deaver

Current accounts for the Friends total $32,182.57 as of November 15. $26,409.31 is in our long term CDs at Point
Bank, while the remainder is in our checking and savings accounts. We have collected $355.00 in membership dues
since the July report. Since we were awarded the Nordstrom’s matching grant, we have paid out $1,000 to sponsor
the library’s participation the “Books for Babies” program. Candy sales at the library have netted $134.04 during this
period. The Friends paid out $2,099.00 for the JobView, Gale Legal Forms, and Small Business Resources online
services for the library. (All of these services can be accessed on the library’s computers or on the library’s webpage
at littleelm.org.) The board agreed to pay $250.00 for design of our organization’s new logo, which should be availa-
ble in late November. $216.74 was expended for this year’s anniversary/volunteer party, and $227.61 for book pur-
chases to be used for Trivia 2010. Members may contact me at joe@deaver.com with any questions concerning
finances for our organization.
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Who s listening to what today?

Ginger McMichael - | recently finished the 3" book in the Eragon series.

| f you | i ke Dragon’ s, and EI ves, and
can’'t wai t for book four t o arseriey,e. |
however it can get a bit graphic (violence) so | would not recommend it
for children.

JimAvery-Just finished “The Gaftheok nign Sttoe n

Time” series by Robert Jordan, who had-
dosis before he finished the series. He did however leave copious notes and
timelines — and the ending — so that another could finish the work. His wife se-
lected Brandon Sanderson to complete the last book, which is going to run to
over 2000 pagesandwillbe br oken up intat BebioogsSt ¢
first of the three. The next will be released in 2010, and 2011 respectively. The
Wheel of Time turns, and Ages come and pass. What was, what will be, and what
is. mav vet fall under the Shadow.

About Our Organization...

The Friends of the Little EIm Library are a dedicated group of
people who are committed to sustaining and improving the Library.

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of the month
at 7:00pm at the Town Hall.
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